
 

 

 



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

• Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

• The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 
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The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

October 19 & 20, 2019 

 

Rooted and Growing: Earthly riches are an opportunity to do good. 

 

 

Prelude  

 

Opening Hymn Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower (Saturday & 8:00 a.m.) 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 476 

 

  Dearest Jesus, We Are Here (10:30 a.m.) 

  Christian Worship 295 

 

Holy Baptism (10:30 a.m.) Christian Worship, pg. 12 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  



pg. 4 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, for 

without your help we are unable to please you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Ecclesiastes 5:8-20 

Earthly riches are meaningless unless viewed as a gift from God. 

 

 If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and rights denied, do not be surprised at such 

things; for one official is eyed by a higher one, and over them both are others higher still. The increase 

from the land is taken by all; the king himself profits from the fields. 

 Whoever loves money never has money enough; 

  whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. 

 This too is meaningless.  
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 As goods increase, so do those who consume them. 

  And what benefit are they to the owner except to feast his eyes on them? 

 The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eats little or much, 

  but the abundance of a rich man permits him no sleep. 

 I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: 

  wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner, or wealth lost through some misfortune, 

  so that when he has a son there is nothing left for him. 

  Naked a man comes from his mother’s womb, and as he comes, so he departs. 

  He takes nothing from his labor that he can carry in his hand. 

 This too is a grievous evil: 

  As a man comes, so he departs, and what does he gain, since he toils for the wind? 

  All his days he eats in darkness, with great frustration, affliction and anger. 

 Then I realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat and drink, and to find satisfaction in his 

toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given him – for this is his lot.  

Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept 

his lot and be happy in his work – this is a gift of God. He seldom reflects on the days of his life, 

because God keeps him occupied with gladness of heart. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 146 

Praise to the Lord, the giver of all things – both earthly and heavenly riches. 

  
 

 Praise the LORD, O my soul. 

  I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 

 

 Do not put your trust in princes, 

  in mortal men, who cannot save. 

 

 Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God, 

  the maker of heaven and earth.   
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 Refrain 

 

 The LORD gives food to the hungry, 

  the LORD sets the prisoners free. 

 

 The LORD gives sight to the blind, 

  the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 

 The LORD watches over the outcast 

  and sustains the fatherless and the widow. 

 

 The LORD remains faithful forever. 

  He upholds the cause of the oppressed. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain  

 

Second Lesson Revelation 2:8-11 

In spite of their earthly poverty, the church in Smyrna was blessed with heavenly riches. 

 

 To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 

 These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. I know 

your afflictions and your poverty – yet you are rich! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews 

and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, 

the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be 

faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be 

hurt at all by the second death. 

 

Verse of the Day  

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 
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Gospel Luke 16:19-31 

Earthly poverty cannot compare to heavenly riches. 
 

 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At 

his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich 

man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man 

also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, 

with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to 

dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 

 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while 

Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides all this, 

between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, 

nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ 

 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five brothers. 

Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 

 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 

 “ ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 

 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if 

someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) Alleluia! Amen! 

Junior Handbell Choir arranged by Karen L Buckwalter 

 

 Come, Christians, join to sing alleluia! Amen! 

 Loud praise to Christ, our King; alleluia! Amen! 

 Let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice; 

 Praise is his gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen! 

 

 Praise yet our Christ again, alleluia! Amen! 

 Life shall not end the strain; alleluia! amen! 

 On heaven’s blissful shore, his goodness we’ll adore, 

 Singing forevermore, alleluia! Amen!  
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Hymn of the Day We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost 

 Christian Worship 190 

 

Sermon Luke 16:19-31 

It’s Not Too Late 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering     

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O  

 Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has 

called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in 

everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:   
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son, 

Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from 

sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect 

life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the 

grave, he opened heaven. 

 

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and 

joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith 

until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done 

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen.  
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

 thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

 given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

 is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

 this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 14 of the service folder. 

 

Distribution Hymns O Christ, Who Called the Twelve (see pg. 16) 

 Christian Worship Supplement 770 

 

Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose 

 Christian Worship 466 

 

O Lord, We Praise You 

 Christian Worship 317 

 

Please stand 
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M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us 

to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our 

hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that 

day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn What Is the World to Me (stanza 1) 

Christian Worship 477 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 

 

 

 

Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, and you will 

not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is your blood, 

which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

I thank you, O Lord my God, that you have not rejected me – a sinner – but have made me  

worthy to partake of your body and blood in this sacrament. Through the gifts I have received here, 

cause me to always remember your grace and not live for myself alone, but for you. Amen.  



pg. 15 

 

Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Lector Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Dr. William Braun, organ (Saturday); Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday) 

 

Junior Handbell Choir Director Julie Handeland 

 

Communion Assistants Dan Schmal, Larry Totsky, Bill Dittman (8:00 a.m.) 

 Keith Hackbarth, Adam Sipe, Mike Swenson (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Greeters Brett & Tammy Kriese, Mark & Chris Rindfleisch (8:00 a.m.) 

 Matt & Renee Pastorek, Sally Parker, Mary Perez (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Head Ushers Michael Schneider (Saturday); Kerry Kuehn (8:00 a.m.); Rick Yahn (10:30 a.m.) 

 

AV Operators Lyle Haferman (8:00 a.m.); Paul Puglisi (10:30 a.m.) 

 
 

 

  

M 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 John 15:9-17 

T Genesis 4:2b-15 1 John 3:11-18 

W 1 John 4:7-16a Ephesians 5:21-33 

R Deuteronomy 30:11-14 Ephesians 6:1-9 

F 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 2 Corinthians 8:10-15 

S Acts 5:1-11 1 John 4:16b-21 

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 19 
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Worship Notes 
 

• The altar flowers are placed by Dan and Lori Meiers in celebration of their 28th wedding 

anniversary and in thanks for blessings received. 

 

• Emersyn Jean Arroyo, daughter of Michael and Alyssa Arroyo (nee Coppersmith), will be 

baptized in our 10:30 a.m. service. Serving as sponsors are Victor Teigeiro and Taylor 

Cyganiak. 

In Our Prayers 
 

• The family and friends of Barbara Schmelzer, who went to be with her Lord last Saturday at 

the age of 80. 

 

• Zachary Todor, hospitalized at Children’s Hospital. 

 

• Bob Schoeneck, hospitalized. 

 

• Mr. Nathan Schultz of Peace, Hartford, to whom we extended the call to be our principal.  

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 
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“Alleluia! Amen!” Text public domain. 

 “Holy, Holy, Holy” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public  

 domain. 

“Lamb of God” Text public domain. Tune Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public  

 domain. 

“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” Text and tune public domain. 
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Parents’ Preview for October 27 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” 

(Christian Worship 293) 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 


